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Week 7: Apr. 15-19

Arming Teacher Legislation

TALLAHASSEE, Fla. - A little more than a year ago, the idea of allowing armed teachers in
classrooms nearly scuttled school-safety legislation hurriedly crafted in the wake of the
horrific mass shooting at a Parkland high school that left 17 students and staff members
dead.

But now, a sharply divided state Senate is prepared to sign off on another far-reaching school
safety bill that includes a provision to allow classroom teachers to serve as armed school
‘guardians.”

The measure (SB 7030) incorporates many of the recommendations of the Marjory Stoneman
Douglas High School Public Safety Commission, which spent months digging into the Feb.
14, 2018, massacre at the Broward County school before finalizing a report in January.

Republicans and Democrats support nearly everything in the Senate bill, which addresses
school hardening, student mental health and school safety assessments, among other things.

But senators are divided along party lines over the controversial concept of allowing full-time
classroom teachers to volunteer for the school guardian program, which was authorized last
year. Currently, trained school personnel who are not full-time instructional staff can serve as
guardians if school districts decide to participate in the program.

During a Senate floor session Wednesday, Sen. Perry Thurston, D-Fort Lauderdale, offered
an amendment that would have stripped the armed-teachers provision from the bill, prompting

a lengthy debate.
Cont'd on pages 3-4

Reproductive Rights Leglslatlon alk/a The Abortlon Bill
A major move to restrict reproductive rights in Florida advanced on Wednesday evening

when the Florida House voted 69-44 to require teenage girls to get parental consent before
having an abortion.

Cont'd on next page
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Needle Exchange Passes House

CS/HB 171 extends the
program statewide by
authorizing county commissions
to establish sterile needle and
syringe exchange programs by
adopting county ordinances and
meeting certain program
requirements, including
consulting with local county
health departments and
contracting with certain entities
to operate such programs. The
bill also establishes minimum
operational requirements for
exchange programs.

The bill requires exchange
programs to annually report
certain data to the Department of
Health (DOH) and their
respective county commissions.
DOH must compile such data
into an annual report to the
Governor and the Legislature.

The bill retains current law
prohibiting the use of state,
county and municipal funds in
the operation of the program.

The bill provides civil immunity to
any law enforcement officer who,
acting in good faith, arrests or
charges a person for unlawful
possession of needles or
syringes and if it is later
determined that such person is
immune from prosecution under
the bill provisions.

Rep. Shevrin Jones is the bill
Co-Sponsor and presented the

bill on the House Floor.
www.myfloridahouse.gov

Broward Governmental Center, 115 St

Office Number: 954.357.6555

Fax Number: 954.357.6041

Reproductive Rights cont’d

The bill (HB 1335) would add a parental consent requirement to an
existing state law that says women under 18 have to notify their
parents or guardians if they are having an abortion. The new bill
would require women to produce a notarized document from their
parents and require doctors to file an affidavit confirming the
patient’s identity.

Like the notification law, the bill would allow women to ask a court
to waive the parental consent requirement. It would exempt
teenagers who are already mothers, as well as women facing
medical emergencies, if a doctor agrees the threat precludes the
typical parental consent requirement. The bill would also require
that young women have a court-appointed lawyer if they choose to
seek a waiver.

The fate of the legislation is less certain in the Senate. A similar
bill (SB 1774) cleared the Health Policy Committee in a 5-4 vote
earlier this month. But it still must pass two more committees
before it reaches the Senate floor, although the bill could be
withdrawn from one or both committees.

If the Legislature passes the parental consent bill, it could set up
an opportunity for the Florida Supreme Court to reassess a key
1989 decision that ruled an abortion-consent law for minors was
unconstitutional because it violated privacy provisions in the state
Constitution. The new state Supreme Court, with three justices
appointed by Republican Gov. Ron DeSantis, is far more
conservative than the previous court which upheld the right to
privacy.

The vote for the bill was largely along party lines, with the
Republican majority in support, and opposition from the

Democrats.

https://www.floridaphoenix.com/blog/florida-house-votes-to-require-parental-consent-for-teen-girls-seeking-abortion-
similar-legislation-ruled-unconstitutional-in-1989/

Unemployment Compensation.

HB-563 passed the House. It provides that an individual may not
be disqualified from receiving reemployment assistance if he/she
voluntarily leaves work and is able to prove that the

discontinuation of employment is a direct result of circumstances

related to domestic violence. Bill Sponsor: Rep. Dottie Joseph
www.myfloridahouse.gov
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Arming Teacher Legislation

The amendment failed on a party line 22-16 vote that could be a harbinger of a final vote on
the bill as soon as Tuesday. Sen. Anitere Flores, a Miami Republican who sided with
Democrats in opposition to the bill during a committee meeting last week, was not on the floor
during the vote. Sen. Kevin Rader, D-Delray Beach, was excused from the floor session.

Speaking against Thurston’s proposal, Sen. Rob Bradley, R-Fleming Island, argued that
attitudes toward having guns on campuses have evolved since the introduction of armed
school resource officers years ago.

“This is not about gun rights or anything like that. This is about keeping our children safe and,
when all other things fail, that there is a last line of defense to save our children. And it's
nothing more than that,” Bradley said.

But Sen. Bill Montford, a Tallahassee Democrat whose district includes several rural counties
that support the guardian program, said teachers shouldn’t be called on “to make a life and
death choice” because lawmakers won'’t provide adequate funding for school safety.

“Why in the world would we put ourselves in the position of saying the last line of defense is a
classroom teacher picking up a gun?” said Montford, a former Leon County schools
superintendent who is chief executive officer of the Florida Association of District School
Superintendents.

Sen. Dennis Baxley, R-Ocala, argued that the Marjory Stoneman Douglas commission, which
was created last year by the Legislature, spent months investigating the issue before
recommending that teachers be allowed to have guns. He said it is crucial that someone with a
weapon be able to respond to an active shooter within the first three minutes of an attack.

‘I have schools that are 20 minutes away from anybody coming, and there is no way
anybody’s going to come rescue there,” Baxley said. “The reality is, the dollars and the sheer
workforce is not there for all of these people to be hired for around-the clock-protection at
school sites.”

Sen. Oscar Braynon, D-Miami Gardens, said allowing anyone other than law enforcement
officials to bring guns onto school campuses could reverse what is now a “safe space” for
children, especially for those who come from violence-plagued neighborhoods.

The “guardian program is completely optional,” said Sen. Manny Diaz Jr., a Hialeah
Republican who is sponsoring the school-safety measure.

“We have a very diverse state with different needs,” he said.
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Arming Teacher Legislation

Several Republican senators noted that the commission voted 14-1 in favor of expanding the
guardian program to allow teachers to carry guns. The sole vote against the proposal came
from Max Schachter, whose 14-year-old son Alex was among the slain students.

Sen. Darryl Rouson, D-St. Petersburg, pointed out that “the commission is not the
Legislature.”

“The buck stops here,” he said. “Are we injecting a new professional component into the life
of a teacher? Are we turning them from professional educators into professional
gunslingers?”

Of the state’s 67 counties, only 25 implemented the school guardian program, and only $10
million of the $67 million earmarked for the program has been used, Thurston said.

Thurston reminded his colleagues that children from Marjory Stoneman Douglas High School
-- and thousands of other students -- traveled to Tallahassee to plead with lawmakers in the
aftermath of the shooting.

“The students came up here and spoke to us. What did the students say? The students said,
if you would do something, ban assault weapons and don’t give our teachers guns,”
Thurston said. “We’re not giving pencils. We’re not giving rulers. We don’t want to protect
our most precious commodity on the cheap. We want trained law enforcement officers to
protect our children. We want teachers to teach and inspire and encourage our children, not
to be the last line.”

Thurston’s amendment was one of a number of failed attempts by Democrats to tweak the
bill. One proposal would have allowed parents to “opt in” or “opt out” of allowing their children
to be in classrooms with armed teachers. Another would have allowed sheriffs to use leftover
school guardian funds to pay for other safety-related items.

This year’s school-safety measure also includes another significant change to the guardian
program, which now requires approval of school boards and county sheriffs to go into effect.
Under the new measure, school boards alone could authorize the guardian program and
districts could use sheriffs from other counties to train personnel who sign up for the
program. The bill also would allow schools to contract with private companies to provide

security guards.
https://www.news4jax.com/news/politics/florida-legislature/armed-teachers-plan-clears-senate-hurdle
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