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	Go SOLAR Highlights

SunShot Grand Challenge Summit 
and Technology Forum

The first SunShot Grand Challenge Summit and Technology Forum occurred June 13 – 14, 2012 in Denver, Colorado, and brought together more than 200 organizations from industry, academia, and government to report successes toward the Department of Energy’s (DOE) goal of solar energy grid-parity within the next decade. As one of 22 Rooftop Solar Challenge Teams and at the request of DOE, the Go SOLAR team sent one representative to participate in the Summit.  
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The Summit concentrated on state of the art solar energy developments focusing on four major areas: photovoltaic technology pipeline, concentrating solar power, systems integration, and soft costs. Event speakers included Steven Chu, Secretary of Energy; Dan Arvizu, Director and Chief Executive, National Renewable Energy Laboratory (NREL); Harry Atwater, Howard Huges Professor and Professor of Applied Physics and Materials Science, California Institute of Technology; and Richard Swanson, President Emeritus, SunPower Corporation. A highlight of the event was a four hour technology forum where more than 200 participants presented their projects, research and products via posters, live presentations, and electronic presentations. During this event, representatives from each Rooftop Solar Challenge teams staffed booths to address questions on the various projects undertaken by the teams and, Broward County tweeted a summary of the first day’s keynote presentations and forum during the summit.

Readers are encouraged to visit the Summit website and view the information intensive presentations provided at the forum. Information of particular note is the tremendous amount of resources DOE is investing in the SunShot initiative, emphasized by the breadth and depth of the presentations during the summit and technology forum. Also emphasized were the goals of SunShot:

· Subsidy-free solar electricity

· 75 percent cost reduction in solar energy by 2020

· 5 – 6 cents/kWh solar energy goal, and the goal 
· Become a world leader in the development and manufacturing of clean energy technologies. 
Key messages used throughout the summit: cutting red tape, innovation, becoming an energy state, making sense for business, access to energy independence for national security, solar rights, home grown power, empowering individuals, and green jobs.  

Readers are encouraged to stay informed of DOE SunShot efforts. For example, at the Summit DOE announced the SunShot Prize: America’s Most Affordable Rooftop Solar. In this program, the first three teams that deploy small-scale (1-15 kW) rooftop PV systems with an installed sale price not exceeding $3 kW averaging $2 kW will win a cash award of $7 million, $2 million or $1 million, for the first, second and third winning teams. Please visit SunShot Prize for participation rules and restrictions. 
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	Partner of the Month:  Florida Power & Light 
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	This material is based upon work supported by the U.S. Department of Energy under Award Number DE EE0005701.
Disclaimer: “This report was prepared as an account of work sponsored by an agency of the United States Government. Neither the United States Government nor any agency thereof, nor any of their employees, makes any warranty, express or implied, or assumes any legal liability or responsibility for the accuracy, completeness, or usefulness of any information, apparatus, product, or process disclosed, or represents that its use would not infringe privately owned rights. Reference herein to any specific commercial product, process, or service by trade name, trademark, manufacturer, or otherwise does not necessarily constitute or imply its endorsement, recommendation, or favoring by the United States Government or any agency thereof. The views and opinions of authors expressed herein do not necessarily state or reflect those of the United States Government or any agency thereof.” 
Cost: reference funding from DOE Award Number DE-EE0005701.
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With FPL’s Partnership, Broward Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge to Induce Market Transformation
Funding from the Department of Energy (DOE) will enable Broward County, partner cities and FPL to significantly improve their permitting systems to include streamlined and standardized e-permitting and interconnection processes for rooftop photovoltaic (PV)  systems. Broward County is also able to encourage the acquisition of PV rooftop systems by working with FPL to promote their local rebates.
Florida Power & Light Company is the largest electric utility in Florida and one of the largest rate-regulated utilities in the United States and serves approximately 4.5 million customer accounts in Florida. FPL is also the primary load-serving electric utility for residential homes and businesses in unincorporated Broward County.
In support of Broward County online permitting system for PV rooftop system installation, FPL is providing consultation and support related to FPL's net metering, interconnection and the solar rebate programs. This proposed project furthers FPL's newly launched solar rebate programs authorized by the Florida Public Service Commission intended to promote clean solar power and reduce energy consumption.
FPL believes the project will provide environmental and economic benefits to Broward County's residents and businesses, as they seek to expand the use of rooftop PVs in South Florida.

	

A SERVICE OF THE BROWARD COUNTY BOARD OF COUNTY COMMISSIONERS
broward.org/gogreen/gosolar
email: gosolar@broward.org
Phone: 954-519-1260
To submit articles, please email kdobies@broward.org
	News from the Department of Energy

Energy Department Announces SunShot Startup Investments and Competition to Unleash Cost-Competitive Solar Energy 

WASHINGTON -- As part of the Energy Department’s SunShot Initiative, which aims to drive solar to cost-competition with other energy sources by 2020, Secretary Steven Chu announced today a new competition and investments to make it easier and cheaper for utilities, businesses and consumers to deploy clean, renewable solar energy. While speaking at the SunShot Grand Challenge Summit in Denver, Secretary Chu announced the "America's Most Affordable Rooftop Solar" competition to aggressively drive down the cost of rooftop solar energy systems, as well as nearly $8 million to nine small businesses to lower the cost of financing, permitting, and other “soft costs,” which can amount to nearly half the cost of residential solar systems.

These announcements support the Department’s aggressive goal of achieving cost-competitive solar energy by 2020. The Summit in Denver this week is convening the best and brightest minds in the solar industry to assess progress and plot the path forward toward the SunShot goal of solar price parity. Celebrating the SunShot Initiative’s second anniversary, the Summit will highlight progress made by more than 200 SunShot partners and outline a path forward for solar energy innovation.

To spur the use of low-cost residential and small commercial rooftop solar systems across the nation, the Department is launching the first SunShot competition to challenge U.S. teams to quickly drive down the cost of installed rooftop photovoltaic (PV) systems. “America’s Most Affordable Rooftop Solar competition” offers a total of $10 million in prize money to the first three U.S. teams that can install 5,000 rooftop solar PV systems at an average price of $2 per watt. By setting an ambitious target, the competition aims to spur creative public-private partnerships, original business models, and innovative approaches to make solar energy affordable for millions of families and businesses.

Secretary Chu also today announced up to $8 million to support nine highly innovative startups through the SunShot Incubator program. These companies are developing transformative solutions to streamline solar installation processes such as financing, permitting, and inspection. This investment builds on the Incubator program’s proven track record of attracting follow-on investment for solar startups at a ratio of $30 in private investment for every $1 of government funding. Since 2007, the Energy Department has invested more than $60 million in the Incubator program, accelerating the development of solar technologies that have since attracted more than $1.6 billion in private investment.

View the full list of projects selected for final negotiation of award HERE.
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	Success Stories

On June 23, 2012, the Go SOLAR Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge had a booth at the Broward County Building Officials - Building Code and Safety Expo.

The Expo took place at Fort Lauderdale’s War Memorial Auditorium where the Go SOLAR Team met with contractors, design professionals, property owners and various inspectors from cities throughout Broward County and shared the progress of the Go SOLAR program. 

The team talked to contractors and inspectors who support the Go SOLAR rooftop PV solar systems online permitting, and received positive comments and feedback. The Go SOLAR rooftop PV solar systems online permitting reduces design and permitting cost of obtaining a rooftop PV rooftop permit, thus reducing the overall cost of a rooftop PV system. For more information about the Go SOLAR rooftop PV solar systems online permitting system click HERE.

	
	Solar Calendar

Tuesday, August 14 – Go SOLAR Outreach Committee Meeting
8:30 a.m. – 11:00 a.m., Hearing Room
1 North University Drive, Plantation, Florida
Monday, September 10 - Thursday, September 13 - 
Solar Power International '12
Solar Power International '12 is a business-to-business global solar conference and expo for professionals in solar energy and related fields.
Orange County Convention Center, Orlando, Florida
More


	
	Broward County Go SOLAR Rooftop Solar Challenge Committees Update:

Standardized Permitting
At the July 17, 2012, Broward Rooftop Solar Challenge Standardized Permitting Committee meeting, John McComb, Principle Engineer for Florida Power & Light, gave a presentation regarding net metering and interconnection. The presentation is available for download on the Go SOLAR Partner Resources web-page.  The Go SOLAR Team completed the internal and external testing of the Go SOLAR online permitting system and is working to set up training programs for partner cities and customers. Visit the Go SOLAR website for information about upcoming training and to view the Go SOLAR Online Permitting System Overview webinar.    
Go SOLAR Permitting.

	
	Financing
One of the elements of solar power in the U.S. is that there are large number of tax incentives and rebate programs that exist to make it easier to afford solar power for your home. The solar installer that you select will be up to date on all of the applicable incentives based on where you live, here is one such tax incentive. The Federal Tax Credit Investment Tax Credit (ITC) allows individuals to deduct 30 percent of the cost of a solar system from individual federal income taxes. For more information about Florida State tax incentives visit dsire.org.
Go SOLAR Financing

	
	Planning and Zoning

The Planning and Zoning Committee (PZC) has been meeting regularly since March to discuss provisions in local zoning codes to encourage rooftop solar installations. A model ordinance was developed to assist the partners in amending their respective zoning codes. To date, the County and 2 municipal partners have adopted zoning amendments to address rooftop solar installations and nine more municipal partners have scheduled adoption by mid-September 2012. At the meeting on July 11, 2012, the PZC discussed “Best Practices” in planning and zoning and will work toward developing a document to discuss at their next meeting in August.  
Go SOLAR Planning

	
	Outreach
Over the course of the last month, the Outreach Committee’s marketing development associate has worked to expand promotional marketing materials and make them available for the partner cites to use in their Go SOLAR marketing plans. Marketing items completed are: Go SOLAR Brochure, GO SOLAR Poster, and Go SOLAR Flyer. Also, designed were web components which include: a 150 x 50px Go SOLAR web button, 300 x 60px Go SOLAR web banner, and a 585 x 72px Go SOLAR web banner advertisement. Visit the Go SOLAR Partner Resources web page for downloadable documents. The first meeting of the Outreach Committee is scheduled for August 14, 2012 at 8:30 a.m.
[image: image9.jpg]Energg Easyl




Go SOLAR Marketing 



	
	Community Coordination

Solar PV Manufacturers Encouraged to Partner 
with Go SOLAR
Broward County’s Go SOLAR Team is seeking an Advantage Marketing agreement with solar PV mounting manufacturers and the solar industry. 

Through this agreement, companies will have the opportunity to become involved in the Broward County Go SOLAR challenge by providing an electronic set or sets of solar photovoltaic (solar PV) rooftop mounting system design plans (outlined in the agreement) in exchange, Broward County will include the company’s plans and required equipment list (as submitted under the agreement) as a design option in the Go Solar PV Online Permitting System. The chosen company’s design plans will be kept in the PV permitting system, for the life of the system, promoting PV rooftop systems, increasing customer traffic to the PV online permitting system, as stipulated in the Department of Energy (DOE) Rooftop Solar Challenge agreement between DOE and Broward County. Release of the Advantage Marketing Agreement announcement is posted on the Broward County Purchasing web site.  



	



