
Human Rights Board History 

Broward County Ordinance #78-29, enacted June 21, 1978, titled the Broward County 
Human Rights Ordinance. 

The Broward County Human Rights Act, Chapter 83-380, Laws of Florida, enacted June 
9, 1983, was approved by a majority of the voters at the general election held 
November 6, 1984; providing for a Human Rights Board with the same criteria for 
membership as provided in the Human Rights Ordinance, with the addition of subpoena 
power.  The Human Rights Act was further derived from Chapter 91-359 and Chapter 
93-386, Laws of Florida. 

Amended by Ordinance #95-9, enacted February 14, 1995; prescribing duties of the 
board. 

Amended by Ordinance #95-26, enacted June 13, 1995, relating to the composition of 
the board. 

Amended by Ordinance #2001-20, enacted June 12, 2001, reducing the membership 
from twenty-one to eighteen; changing the composition, terms and authority; 
categorizing the board’s power into general, quasi-judicial, and advisory. 

Amended by Ordinance 2008-06, enacted February 12, 2008, amending the Broward 
County Human Rights Act, as well as amending the Human Rights Board; requiring the 
number of appointed members that constitute a quorum, issues concerning absences, 
and other general information governing Broward County Boards, unless otherwise 
indicated, shall conform to Section 1-233 of the Broward County Code of Ordinances. 

Amended by Ordinance #2009-53, enacted August 11, 2009, redirecting the focus of 
the quasi-judicial powers of the Human Rights Board towards persons whose rights are 
protected only by the Human Rights Act; providing that individuals who have dual-filed 
complaints with the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development (HUD) and 
the County’s Civil Rights Division shall be advised of alternate legal remedies when the 
Division has determined there is no reasonable cause to believe that a discriminatory 
act has occurred; providing that individuals who have dual-filed charges with the Equal 
Employment Opportunity Commission and the Division shall be advised of alternate 
legal remedies, whether or not the Division has determined there is reasonable cause to 
believe that a discriminatory act has occurred; and clarifying certain language where 
necessary within the Human Rights Act.  
 
Amended by Ordinance #2010-38, enacted September 14, 2010, providing that 
individuals who have dual-filed complaints with the U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development (HUD) or the U.S. Equal Employment Opportunity Commission 
(EEOC) and the Broward County Civil Rights Division, and a determination that there 
was no reasonable cause to believe that a discriminatory act occurred, shall be advised 
of alternate legal remedies, and the option to request a redetermination review by 
a single Human Rights Board member. 
 
Amended by Ordinance #2011-14, enacted August 16, 2011, reorganizing the Human 
Rights Act to reflect changes in the organization structure and responsibilities of the 



Civil Rights Division, and the County's contract with a federal civil rights agency; and to 
streamline the process to ensure a high level of service to the residents of Broward 
County. 
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